
James Groveau
February 6, 1958 - July 14, 2021

James Joseph Groveau IV passed away on Wednesday, July 14, 2021 with
his family by his side. 
James was born in Chicago on February 6th, 1958, the son of James Joseph
Groveau III and Elaine June (Gravanitis) Groveau. 
James attended Kelly High School in Chicago and went on to the Job Corps
which he completed with high marks in Carpentry. He used this skill
throughout his life. 
Jim retired from Oshkosh Defense due to his health on December 31, 2019. 
Many knew Jim by one of his many nicknames: J.G, Zorba, Pisano, Guido
Groovy and Silly Man. He was always referring to friends as Homeys. He
always referred to “the Hood” where he grew up. 

 James had a passion for making people smile and laugh. He was always the
life of the party with his quick wit, dance moves, facial expressions, his singing
and many times outrageous outfits. Zorba means to live each day! He sure
did!! 
He also had a great knack for raising Lori’s Blood Pressure!!! 

 

He realized one of his dreams when he purchased his Harley Davidson
Motorcycle. Many memorable trips were made with friends. 
He was an excellent creative cook. But his favorite food was a burrito and
White Castles. Whoever was coming from Chicago way better not arrive
without one of those food items. He even took orders from co workers if he



was going to Chicago. He convinced everyone that they had to try these
because they were like no other. It was not unusual for him to come back with
20 or more burritos. 

 

The grandkids will forever remember coming to dinner with Jim putting a price
on each item they ate: They always said “put it on my tab”. One Holiday a
great Niece came with Monopoly money to pay him. 
Jim always had time to play games or get into shenanigans with the
grandchildren leaving them to be blamed. He loved all of them without limits. 

His dog Harley was his loyal companion. Harley gave Jim much comfort in
these past weeks as he grew weaker. Where ever Jim went Harley was not far
behind. Harley was not going to miss a ride in the truck with the sun roof open
so he could stick his head out. In addition, “dad” was always sharing the “last
Bite”! of food and stopping at McDonalds for Fries. 

 Jim touched many lives in various ways. He has been described as a beautiful
soul. That is a fitting description. 
He had a kind and compassionate spirit that will forever be missed. 
We could write a book about all his antics, fun times and happy memories.
These memories will help ease the pain of losing him. 
He is survived by his wife Lori; his Children, James (Sarah), Nicole Groveau ,
Michele Groveau; Siblings, Therese (Marv) Cichlar, Linda (Jerry) Dalton, Jean
(the late Thomas) Lehocky, Robert (Susan) Groveau, Mark (Loretta) Groveau,
and Matthew Groveau. He is also survived by His stepchildren, Douglas
(Irene) Hunt, Joel (Jenni) Hunt, Jennifer (Brett) Scheibel; his grandchildren,
Grace & Ryan Groveau, Skyler Groveau, Alexis Brudnicki, Hannah (Kiersten)
Hunt, Heather Hunt, Hayden Hunt, Joshua Scheibel, Nik Scheibel, Tate
Scheibel, Madeline Milam; his loyal dog Harley and special friend “Chick”
Johnny. Jim is also survived by many caring nieces, nephews, and many
friends 



He was preceded in death by his father, James Groveau; mother, Elaine
Groveau; and sister, Lori Ellis. 

 

The family wishes to thank Dr. Gufran, Liver Specialist, Hepatology Clinic at
Froedtert Hospital; Ana Vidic, Physician’s Assistant at Froedtert Hospital; Amy
Schroeder APNP; Dr. Budde and Dr. Batley as well as the nursing staff at
Theda Care Eastridge Clinic. Dr. Amy Schroeder has been Jim’s primary
physician for many years treating him professionally with compassion and
respect. 
The family also wants to thank Theda Care Home Care, Barb; Theda Care
Hospice, Jolene, Angie Brittany, Karen and Kristina. They were so caring and
so helpful in the last days of Jim’s Life. 

 There will be a Visitation on August 7, 2021 at Wiecki Skipchak Funeral Home
Berlin, WI 
From 11-1:00 p.m., a memorial service will follow visitation at 1:00 p.m. 

 Family and friends are then invited to a lunch and a time to share memories at
City Inn following services at the funeral home.



Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 7. 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Wiecki-Skipchak Funeral Home
116 S Adams Ave
Berlin, WI 54923
(920) 361-2050

Memorial Service

AUG 7. 1:00 PM (CT)

Wiecki-Skipchak Funeral Home
116 S Adams Ave
Berlin, WI 54923
(920) 361-2050



Tribute Wall



Wiecki-Skipchak Funeral Home - August 04, 2021 at 09:53 PM

Wiecki-Skipchak Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory
of James Groveau

Wiecki-Skipchak Funeral Home - August 04, 2021 at 09:51 PM

173 files added to the album LifeTributes

August 04, 2021 at 03:16 PM

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White
was purchased for the family of James Groveau.

https://www.wieckiskipchakfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4274&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wieckiskipchakfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4274&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


BK



Wiecki-Skipchak Funeral Home - August 04, 2021 at 01:29 PM

21 files added to the album LifeTributes

Barry, Jan, Corey, Sarah, Brian, & kids - July 29, 2021 at 10:16
PM

Barry, Jan, Corey, Sarah, Brian, & kids purchased
the Floor Plant for Sympathy for the family of
James Groveau.

July 21, 2021 at 12:43 AM

Healing Tears - Lavender and White was
purchased for the family of James Groveau.

https://www.wieckiskipchakfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wieckiskipchakfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wieckiskipchakfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4283&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wieckiskipchakfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4283&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


DR

David Rivera - July 20, 2021 at 01:20 PM

There are so many good memories of Zorba it would take forever to
list them all. He was one of the funniest people I ever knew. His
Antics were outrageous and he always liked to talk which is the
Italian mobster accent LOL that's why a lot of people called him
Guido. Yes he did love those burritos in White Castle's you even
brought me up a White Castle crave case from his trip to Chicago
and back to Wisconsin. One crazy thing he did when we were
young was try to jump off the garage roof with an old pair of shoes
they found on the railroad tracks. Well he actually tried it and it didn't
turn out well hahaha he hit hard but he survived. I know he had so
many friends up here in Wisconsin he was just such charisma he
just drew the people in soon as he opened his mouth. Everyone
loved this guy. Not a person I know what's an excited every time
they ran into Zorba. Instantly everything turned into a fun time. He
likes using his gangster talk to all the Wisconsin people and his
Italian gangster accent it was hilarious. He always talk like a tough
guy like he was from the Hood LOL but it was just to make people
smile he was a nice gentle guy never started anything with anybody.
This is one man that will be missed by so many people from two
different states. He didn't live far from me but I didn't visit him very
much at all., I wish we we're a little closer and distance and spent
more time with each other. Because one person good I will really
miss with all my heart. Rest in peace Zorba Guido and my homie
Jim.

LG
lori groveau - July 22, 2021 at 01:15 PM

Thank you David



TE

Tim Evenson - July 19, 2021 at 09:37 PM

I will always remember Big Jim for bringing
such a happy and funny attitude at work! He
made my day many times just being Jim! I will
sadly miss him. Love you Bro, Easy E.

LG
lori groveau - July 22, 2021 at 01:15 PM

Thank you Tim


